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Like other medical and allied health professionals, sonographers can be accused of negligence (either
by error or omission), or malpractice. So, as a sonographer, it’s good to have peace of mind that
should you be involved in an incident, you have access to legal advice and someone experienced who
can negotiate on your behalf.
Even in cases where you are not liable, the financial hardship and emotional stress of having to defend
yourself can be high. It’s usually necessary to investigate all of the facts and circumstances, take
detailed statements from relevant people and perhaps have an independent expert review the facts
before any court proceedings have been issued. This will all be at a substantial cost to you, as an
individual, unless you have professional indemnity insurance.
I’m covered by my employer’s insurance, so I don’t need my own?
Mostly, when a claim is made there’s no problem and your employer’s insurance policy handles it.
However, there are examples where the employer’s initial response is to deny their own liability and
subsequent responsibility and liability for the sonographer’s actions. Without your own professional
indemnity policy, this leaves you, the sonographer, on your own to seek legal advice and at risk of a
judgement being entered against you.
If there is an allegation …
It‘s important to notify and provide all relevant correspondence and documentation to Aon, ASA’s
chosen insurance broker, as soon as possible after you become aware of an allegation (or issue
that might lead to one). Also, importantly, don’t admit liability – either verbally or in writing. Contact
Aon and they’ll work with you, liaise with the insurance company and advise next steps.
Aon’s ASA professional indemnity master insurance policy:


is the only scheme specifically designed for sonographers



ensures a high quality policy at competitive rates for members



is provided through Allied World Assurance Company Limited and brokered by Aon, one of the
largest insurance brokers in Australia for health professionals



provides cover of up to $10 million for each and every claim for bodily injury, mental injury, illness,
disease or death and property damage for any patient caused by any negligent act, error or
omission, committed by the insured in or about the conduct of the insured member’s professional
duties or good Samaritan acts



provides run-off cover at no extra cost for previous incidents, prior to retirement or leaving the
profession, as long as you retain your supporting membership of ASA



covers up to $2,500,000 for legal costs and expenses for representation before registration
boards, tribunals and coronial enquiries



provides up to a total of $1,000,000 in defence costs for disciplinary hearings into sexual
molestation allegations



provides access to two hours free legal advice (via a hotline) to discuss practice-related issues



fulfills the requirements of the Medical Radiation Practice Board PII registration standard.

Further information can be obtained from aon.com.au/asa or members@a-s-a.com.au

About the ASA

The ASA guides the advancement of our profession to ensure the community has access to quality sonographic
services. With a membership of over 70% of Australia’s sonographers, the ASA has a clear mandate to advocate
for best practice in sonography.

